
Are you an SME with plans to expand your  
business, develop new markets and create more jobs?  
Looking for the best source of Investment?
The Investing in Growth 
Programme will provide a 
bespoke support package for 
Worcestershire businesses to 
ensure they are investment ready 
in order that they may access 
local, regional and national 
funding programmes to reach 
their growth potential.  

The programme is supported 
with funding from the European 
Regional Development Fund, 
County and District Councils 
and will provide coordinated 
investment readiness support, 
inward investment support and 
a grant funding offer to assist 
businesses to expand. 

The programme aims to meet the 
needs of both those SMEs in need 
of Investment Readiness advice 
and also those who feel they 
are investment ready and that a 
grant programme offers the most 
appropriate funding route.

Find out more at business-central.co.uk 

Email info@business-central.co.uk or call 01905 677888

SMEs in need of Specialist Investment Readiness Support

Baldwins have been appointed to deliver Investment Readiness support to  
SMEs at the point of significant expansion but in need of appropriate funding 
advice to achieve it.

Baldwins will provide a minimum of 18 hours bespoke one-to-one support 
to ensure the business is fully prepared to access the required funding with a 
comprehensive business plan and structured financial information.

A typical 18-hour assist will involve one-to-one support as follows: 

   Business review -Comprehensive review of the business to identify growth 
aspirations, investment requirements, opportunities and the barriers to 
growth.

   Investment plan development - feedback and development of a bespoke 
investment and growth plan to address core issues identified in the review.

   Delivery of investment solutions - Specialist support to implement the 
action plan to address the key growth/business opportunities eg

    the development of business plans/strategies, 

    in-depth financial analysis of the organisation, including financial 
modelling and sensitivity analysis, to identify financing requirements,

    advice on the best financial structures and types/costs of funding for 
taking the business forward, 

    prepare investment proposals,

    help collate organisational data for due diligence purposes,

    support to approach relevant potential investors,

    support with writing grant applications and accessing external finance. 

    Seminar, workshop and networking programme which may include:
      -  Financial Planning and Digital Accounting
      -  Pitching for Investment
      -  Meet the investor events 
      - What investors look for / types of Finance available
      - Strategy & Business Planning.

part of the government-supported growth hub network
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Eligibility/Criteria
To qualify your business must:

   Be located in Worcestershire or 
looking to locate in the county

   Be an SME (have fewer than 250 
employees, turnover less than the 
equivalent of 50 million euros, 
a balance sheet of less than 43 
million euros)

   Meet the De Minimis State  
Aid Criteria

   Have been trading for more than 
12 months

   Be trading “Business to Business” 
rather than “Business to Consumer”

Full European Regional Development 
Funding (ERDF) eligibility criteria apply

part of the government-supported growth hub network

Find out more at business-central.co.uk

Email info@business-central.co.uk or call 01905 677888

SME Business Growth Grants

Grants are managed through Worcestershire County Council and may be applied for 
following a business assist or directly if the SME is already fully investment ready. 

The Business Growth Grant is a revenue and capital grant programme offering grants 
from a minimum of £20k to a maximum of £50k. The intervention rate will be 45% with 
55% provided by the SME, the minimum project value will be £45k and the maximum 
£110k although the project value can be greater but will not be matched beyond £110k. 
The average grant will be £30k and may be used for a mixture of both capital and 
revenue items within the funding limits.

The types of activity the grant programme will support are: 

   Physical expansion, building works, fixtures and fittings,  

   Capital equipment, machinery, electrical appliances, 

   Website construction, logo design, software,

   Support for research and development to strengthen market position

   Relocation costs 

The grant may not be used for:

   Recurring revenue costs (eg: salaries, stock, rent, utility  
charges, subscriptions)

   Repaying existing loans or debts. 

   The reimbursement of items purchased prior to the  
date of an offer letter. 

   Items subject to hire/lease agreements 

   Mobile Infrastructure

   Services (such as accountant, designer and solicitor fees)

   Consumables

   Road vehicles
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